
Oldest private commercial company with continuous registration on the official 
Mauritius company register whilst retaining same name, and same core business.  

The Raphael Fishing Company is a truly historical company for being exactly the same 
and working in the exact same way today as it did in 1927.  

Many longstanding Mauritian enterprises have, in fact, undergone name changes, 
rebrandings, mergers, or structural transitions (e.g., MCB upon conversion to limited 
liability status). 

Under the foregoing parameters, ‘’The Raphaël Fishing Company Ltd’’ (original, 
unchanged and historical registration No. C404) qualifies as the oldest. It was 
incorporated on 7 July 1927 and has operated continuously under the same name, 
engaging in sustainable line fishing and related activities on the St. Brandon archipelago 
without interruption or alteration. 

No reliable sources consistently identify a clear second oldest company that fully 
satisfies all specified criteria. Several entities from the 1920s or earlier, such as 
Omnicane Limited (incorporated 1926 but renamed from Mon Trésor & Mon Désert 
Limited in 2009) or groups tracing origins to the 19th century (e.g., ENL or Harel Mallac), 
involve factually documented name changes or restructurings.  

In broader historical contexts, The Mauritius Commercial Bank Ltd (founded 1838) is 
widely regarded as the oldest commercial company overall, with The Raphaël Fishing 
Company Ltd often noted as the second oldest, though the 1955 addition of "Limited" to 
its name technically excludes it from factually stating that it has remained unchanged 
since its original incorporation as it changed structurally to a Limited Liability Company 
from being one with a Charter, although its business model did not change. Changing 
from working under a charter to working as a limited company is a core change. Souces 
for further research below. 

 

------------------ 


